EXERCISE 17

Questionnaire on Machiavellianism

INTRODUCTION

The guestionnaire in this section explores your orientation to a personality
dimension known as Machiavellianism. Please complete the questionnaire,

and then your instructor will explain how to score the instrument and how to
inlerpret these scores,

ADVANCE PREPARATION
As provided by your instructor,

PROCEDURE

Complete the M-V Personality Profile.

Your instructor will hand out a scoring key, Follow the key in order 1o
score your questionnaire.

The M-V Prersonality Profile

Below are 20 seis of stalements. In each sei, there are three statements leticred A, B
and C,

For each se1, you are 1o mark the statement that is most descriptive of you with an
M, and 10 mark the statement that is feast descriptive of you with an L Leave the
third statement blank. Al the end of the lesl, therefore, you will have 20 sialements
fone in each set) marked M, 20 marked L, and 20 kefi blank. Even if the choices arc
difficult, select a “"most™ and **lcast™ descriptive stalement from cach set.

l. — A It takes more imagination to be & sucoessful criminal than & successiul
businessman.

——— B. The phrase, "*ihe road 1o hell is paved with good intentions™ contains
s lot of truth. :

——— C. Most men forget more easily the death of their father than the loss of
their properny.

1.

A5

« Men sre more concermed with the car they drive than with the clothes

their wives wear.

- It is very imporant that imagination and creativity in children be

cultivated.

- People suffering from incurable discases should have the choice of

being put painlessly 1o death.

. Never tell anyone the real reason you did something unless it is wseful

o do so.

. The well-being of the individual is the goal that should be worked for

before anything else.

. Since mosi people don't know what they wanl, il is only reasonable

for ambitious people 1o talk them into doing things.

. People are getting so lazy and self-indulgent that it is bed for our

country.

. The best way 1o handle people is 10 tell them what they wan 10 hesr.

It would be a good thing if people were kinder to others kess formunate
than themselves,

. Most people are basically good and kind. -
. The best criteria for a wife or husband is compalability —other charsc-

teristics are mice bul not cssential,

. Only after a man has goiten whal be wants from life should he concern

himsell with the injustices in the world.
Most people who get ahead in the world lesd clean, moral lives.

. Any man worth his salt shouldnt be blumed for putting his carcer

above his family,

- People would be better ofT if they wene concerned less with how 10 do

things and more with what to do.

- A good teacher is onc who points out unanswered questions rather

than give explicit answers.

- When you ask somcone to do something, it is best 10 give the real

reasons for wanting it rather than giving reasons which might camry
more weight.

-« A person’s jab is the best single guide as to the sort of person he is.
. The construction of such monumenial works as the Egyptian pyramids

wias worth the enslavernent of the workers who built them.

. Once a way of handling problems has been worked out it is best to

stick 1o it

- Ome should take action only when sure it is morally right.
« The world would be a much better place 10 live in if people would bet

the future take care of itsclf and concemn themselves only with enjoy-
ing the preseni.

- It is wise to Marer imponant people. -
- Once a decision has been made, # is best 10 kocp changing # as now

circumstances arisec.

- Itis a good policy 10 act a5 if you are doing the things you do because

you have no other choice.

- The biggest difference between most criminals and other people is that

criminals are stupid enough to get caught.
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Ewven the most hardened and vicious criminal has a spark of decency
somewhere within him.

Allin all, it is betier 1o be humble and honesi than to be important and
dishonest.

A man who is able and willing to work hard has a good chance of
succeeding in whatever he wanls o do.

Il a thing does not belp us in our daily lives, it isn't very imporiant,
A person shouldn't be punished for breaking a law that he thinks is
unreasonable.

Too many criminals are not punished for their crimes.

There i no excuse for lying to someone else.

Generally speaking, men woa't work hard unless they are forced to do
50

Every person is entitled to & second chance, even after he commits a
serious mistake.

People who can’l make up their minds are not worth bothering about.
A man’s first responsibility is t his wifc, o his mother.

Most men are brave.

It’s best to pick friends that are intellectually stimulating rather than
ongs it is comfortable to be around.

. There are very few people in the world woenh conceming oneself

abaul,

. Itis hard 10 get ahead without cutling concems here and Lhere.
. A capable person motivated for his own gain is more uselul 1o sociely

than a well-meaning but ineffective one.

. It is best to give others the impression that you can change your mind

easily.

. Iuis a good working policy to keep an good terms with cveryone,

Honesty is the best policy in all cases.

. It is possible to be good in all respecis.
. To help oneself is good; 1o help others even betier.
. War and threats ol war are unchangeable lacis of human life.

. Barnum was probably right when he said that there's at least one

sucker bom every minute.

. Life is preity dull unless one deliberately stirs up some excitemeni,
- Muost people would be betier off if they contrul their emotions.

. Sensitivity 10 the feelings of olhers is worth more than poise in social

siluations.

. The ideal society is one where everybody knows his place and accepts

it.

. It is safesl 1o assume that all people have a vicious sircak and it will

come oul when they are given a chance.

People who talk about absiract problems usually don't know what they
are lalking about,

Anyone who complelely trusls anyone clse is asking for trouble.

It is essential for the functioning of a democracy that everyone voie.

Read, if your instructor does not cover the concepls in class, the article
entitled **The Machiavellis among Us,"" by Richard Christie in the **Read-
ings"* section of this volume.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

I. Whal was your score?

2. How does this score compare 10 other students in the class? How does it
compare 1o the national norms reported by Christic and Geis?

3. Do you think that this score is an accurale reflection of your tendencics
toward Machiavellianism as described by Christie and Geis? Why or
why not?

4. How migh! individuals who are high in Machiavellianism behave in ne-
goliating situations? Have you seen examples of this behavios in class
activitics? Describe.

Developed by Richand Christic and Florenue Cens.



Scoring Key for Mach V (1968)

Points per Item by Response Patterna

Item No.
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eSum for all 20 items and add constent of 20. Range: 40-160.




