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Data Collection Techniques

1. School Profile Data:
* Demographic and Historical Review of the
General Organizational Patterns of the School
System

2. Focus Group Interviews: students, support staff,
parents, mentors (teachers)

Sevier (1989) “ because participants are able

to view and react to materials, it is possible to
pursue and capitalize on insights that would

not have surfaced in other forms of research”(p.4)

Focus group interview questions were pilot tested
on students in two similar schools

Specific research questions, question paths, and
probes were developed and refined

3. Individual interviews: served to clarify, allow for more
intimate observations, and assess the field validity of
the findings.

Students, teachers, counselors, assistant
principals, secretary, school nurse, community
aide, security guards, social worker, parents

4. Shadowing: a technique where the researcher attempts
to experience the life of the other person as the person
goes through her/his daily schedule.

Develops a feeling sense and the culture of the
school
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Assess the validity of the findings
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Theme and Discrepancy Analysis =

Triangulation: analyzing sets of responses or themes
that emerged throughout the focus groups, interviews,
individual interviews, small group meetings, and
document review.

Second Party Reading and Analysis: Colleagues
performing similar work in another setting

“ask provocative questions, provide data to be
éxamined though another lens, and offer critique of a
person’s work as a friend.”

Costa and Kallick: Through the Eyes of a Critical
Friend (1993, p.50)





