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Data Analysis Procedures
Data collection and analysis go on
simultaneously. “The beginning principle of
analysis is that the problem drives the
analysis.” (Krueger, 1988, p.107)
“ A paper trail lead back to interpretation of
incidents and data” (Smith, 1993, lecture
notes)
Creation of categories and subcategories.
The identification of themes that run through

all or most of the data, or one theme that

carries a particular emotional or factual
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impact. (Bogdan and Taylor, 1975)

“Theme analysis involves a search for the

relationship among domains and how they

are linked to the culture as a whole.”
(Spradley, 1979, p.94)

Member checks establish credibility of
inquiry, as well as insure that nothing/ no one
falls through the cracks. Levine (1980) stated
that contradictions from different sources
should be treated not as proof of unreliability

but as additional information. Re: nonverbal

communication:
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... The data may be soft or subjective, but the
perceived emotional state of an informant
provides critical information for clinicians as
well as for investigative reporters.”
(Levine,p.629)

Yin (in Krueger, 1984): “data analysis

consists of examining, categorizing,
tabulating, or otherwise recombining the
evidence to address the initial proposition of

the study” (p.106)
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“When we encounter our research subjects

face to face, we are forced to deal with them

as autonomous beings, and so our ethical
problems are, by the very nature of our

working relationship, different from those
engendered by research in which we never
encounter the living subject as individual. In

qualitative research we often chat with our
subjects, share food and coffee breaks, and
generally build trusting relationships. Indeed,

the fieldwork situation is so different from
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“ Nonverbal communication was almost as
critical as verbal communication, not only in
helping the investigators assess the
information they received from informants but
also in providing clues to the state of the
system they were studying. ...An informant’s
affect, especially taken in relation to other
information, provided revealing cues,
sometimes pointing to other data and
sometimes confirming previous information.
...An informant’s affect influenced the degree
of conviction the reporters felt in the validity of
a report. Sometimes the feeling tone

aroused suspicion of lies or concealment.
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experimental research that Margaret Mead
said, ‘Anthropological research does not
have subjects. We work with informants in an

atmosphere of trust and mutual respect.

(Noddings, 1986, p.507)




