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 Educators must accept the use of statistical data to make informed decisions on the 

educational progression of their students. School reform demands greater accountability from 

school administrators and teachers.  Katherine Gemberling states that “Right or wrong, external 

accountability is coming to everyone.” 

 The major problem with collecting the required information is lack of uniform standards. 

Some private school or school districts will prevent certain personal information about their 

students from being released. The result of these discrepancies or variables can influence the 

final data based decision or outcome. For example, only 16 states have students assigned 

identification numbers so that the progression of these students can be easily assessed over a 

period of years. The sample base should accommodate for a longer period of time rather than one 

year of standardized test scores. 

In the Plainfield School district in New Jersey additional funding was distributed to aid 

the students of African-American and Latino background. The data based assessment had to 

consider not only the standardized test scores but also external variables that influenced this 

research. This district decided to contract an outside source known as E-scholar. This educational 

software company assisted in the district’s endeavor to improve accountability. With the help of 

this outside agency the students were evaluated not only on testing standards but demographics 

and other outside variables. The collection and interpretation of the data depended on the input of 

teachers and parents. 
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 Lance Alwin, the superintendent of Antigo United School district approaches data based 

model with the inclusion of the community and educators. The feedback from the community is 

the variable that could influence his research data. This data based method is similar to charter 

schools. The charter school encompasses the parents, educators and community   to work as a 

group and devise methods to improve the education of its students. The input of parents and the 

community can be a negative variable. These groups can have too much control over the policies 

of the school.  Faulty record keeping by any of these groups can influence the results and cause 

the research to become invalid or compromised. Therefore arrangements must be made prior to 

the conception of this type of data based research group. 

 


